Bedford @ Together

Proposal for a New Firehouse/Emergency Services Department
FACT SHEET: Community Liaison Committee (CLC)

e The CLC was initiated and convened in April of 2019 by a member of the
community to represent the varying views (half NO and half YES votes on the
original new firehouse proposal) and to ensure that diverse views were fully
represented to the BVFD in all planning related to the new firehouse project
moving forward.

e The CLC is an entirely independent body from the BVFD; although the groups do
work cooperatively together
o Two CLC members have family members that are active members of the
department; one CLC member has joined the department herself after her
involvement in the CLC began

e The eight members were intentionally selected from a diverse applicant pool: the
committee had to represent a broad cross-section of professional backgrounds
and experiences, and be willing to contribute their opinions productively.

o Professional backgrounds include architecture, construction, finance,
community organizing, real estate, and engineering

e The group was restricted to 8 members so that conversations could be
manageable and so everyone could be heard

e Members are below and can be contacted directly by emailing
CLCBFD@gmail.com:

Kirtley Cameron Mufit Cinali

Ellis Cousens Christina Dochtermann
Charles Goldman Anna Kenoff

Joe McKenney Paul Thomasett

e The CLC identified their charge as:
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1. Determine the viability of renovating the existing firehouse/emergency
services department to meet state and industry codes and best practices;
thereby precluding the need for an alternate site

2. Should a new site be required, evaluate the process the BVFD used to
select the location under discussion (550 Old Post Road), as well as any
other potential sites

3. Should a new firehouse be built, how can the design and construction
most effectively mitigate the tax, town, and environmental impacts

e To date, the CLC has issued one opinion piece printed in the Record Review (and
distributed by the BVFD to its email list on 9/24) that has addressed issues 1 & 2
(see above). The conclusions expressed in that piece are:

o Determine the viability of renovating the existing firehouse/emergency
services department to meet state and industry codes and best practices;
thereby precluding the need for an alternate site.

The result of this work was unfortunately to conclude that renovations to
the current site are practically and economically prohibitive and that any
renovation would be inadequate.

o Should a new site be required, evaluate the process the BVFD used to
select the location under discussion (550 Old Post Road), as well as any
other potential sites.

This review has enabled the CLC to conclude that the BVFD diligently
evaluated multiple properties and that the community is best served by
siting a new firehouse/emergency services department at 550 Old Post
Road, as the site is significantly preferable to any other apparent
alternative.

e Copies of the CLC's opinion piece can be obtained by emailing the CLC at
CLCBFD@gmail.com
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